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Introduction
Danny Johnson
Commercial Director
Sportsman Game Feeds

W

elcome to the lastest edition of
The Sportsman Review.

As we near the end of the rearing season we reflect on what
has been an unprecedented period in the history of our
industry. Throughout the season our focus and priority
at Sportsman has always been to maintain feed supply
to your birds. We have worked tirelessly on safeguarding
our mills ensuring no interruption to manufacture and
have taken every precaution possible to protect the safety
of our people, our customers and our supply chain at
all times.
This has been a devastating year for many in our
industry and, as recent examples within the food sector
have shown, the threat of disruption from COVID 19
continues to be a very real one. With this in mind we
advance into the shooting season with you all, proud
of the job that we have done so far but conscious of the
challenges and uncertainty that still lie ahead. We move
forward with caution – maintaining 2 metre social
distancing rules for all our staff and with our own track
and trace protocols in place for on farm visits.
At Sportsman we have already started to look toward
plans for 2021. Our trial programme forms a core part
of our business and with the responsible sourcing
of materials high on people’s agenda we have been
evaluating a number of products including a replacement
for Fishmeal which benefits both the environment and
bird performance. Keep a look out for our 2020 results
later in the year at sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk.
As the industry looks to re-build, we look forward to
working with partners from this issue such as St David’s
Veterinary Group, Crowshall Veterinary Groups, the
BGA and NGO as we look to the future, rebuild our
industry and continue the important work on bird
welfare standards.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank

Keep in
touch
Want to keep up-to-date with the
latest developments from Sportsman
as they happen? Here’s how…
Visit our website:
sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk
Join our email mailing list:
sportsman@abagri.com
with OPT IN as the subject line

you all for your continued support and wish you and your
families a happy and healthy season ahead.

You can opt out of emails from Sportsman at any
time, either by clicking the relevant link in the
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email itself or emailing sportsman@abagri.com
with OPT OUT as the subject line.

Trials update
At the start of the season we shared our plans to continue our
trial work - we are pleased to say that despite the challenges
surrounding Covid-19, they have been progressed as planned all due to the commitment and perseverance of our loyal customers
involved in the trials! We are grateful for the hard work which goes
into these trials, allowing us to ensure our customers have the best
possible feed based on facts and data!

Laura Beeson
Poultry Nutritionist
Sportsman Game Feeds
The season starts with the rounding up or acquiring of
breeding stock to enable there to be birds on the ground
ready for the shooting season.
Breeding birds need to be at an optimal weight and body
condition to produce good numbers of viable eggs. These birds
are prone to feather loss and cannibalism, which is often
associated with stress behaviours linked to hunger – “fat” birds
will have poor persistency of lay and are likely to prolapse and
so are often restricted how much they are given to eat. Our trial
work in breeding birds hopes to find a solution to this dilemma
– feeding the bird so that she isn’t hungry, without allowing her
to get too fat.

Our initial trial work carried out in pheasants last year resulted
in increased fertility and hatchability and thus increased the
overall number of chicks produced. We are in the process of
collating and analysing the data from this year’s trials and are
excited to see the outcome – keep an eye on the website for our
latest results!

Trial birds were fed the standard Sportsman breeder diets
but had a fibre product added over the top – in other poultry,
the addition of this fibre product has been shown to improve
nutrient digestibility and increase gut fill, having the benefit of
reducing feather pecking and cannibalism. As well as improving
welfare outcomes, improvements in egg production, fertility
and hatchability have also been reported.

Once chicks are placed for rearing, we want to ensure that they
receive an optimally nutritious diet to allow them to grow well,
with good feather cover and low mortality. The components
of the feed have an important role to play in ensuring that
nutrients are provided at the right level and that the bird’s
gut health is optimal – a healthy gut means a healthy bird
and potential for growth. When deciding what raw materials
to include in the diet recipe, we need to mindful of the
sustainability and environmental impact of our selection.
With this in mind, we are evaluating the use of an alternative
protein source which has both nutritional, health and
environmental benefits.
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Week 8 body weight - recorded for 6 hatches.
- alternative protein diet
- standard Sportsman diet
Trial diet had +6g higher week body weight on average

Although fish can be nutritionally valuable and
has featured in Sportsman diets for some time, its increasing
price and pressure on fish use from an environmentally and
sustainability point requires us to seek alternative proteins.
The alternative protein source being trialled is a highly
digestible protein, which due to its processing is more
consistent in protein content than standard soyabean meal.
It also contains an additional yeast component which is expected
to extend to further benefits, including the development of
a healthy gut and maintenance of good gut health by binding
pathogenic bacteria in the gut. Our initial trial work done last
season has shown an increase in 8 week body weight and a
reduction in mortality as demonstrated in the following graphs.
Once the data is in and analysed, we will be able to report our
findings and share the benefit with our customers.

Mortality - recorded for 6 hatches.
- alternative protein diet
- standard Sportsman diet
Trial was 0.6% lower mortality on avaerage

See our latest updates on our trial work:
sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk

Nutrition &
Meat quality
Laura Beeson
Poultry Nutritionist
Sportsman Game Feeds
According to a Savills benchmarking survey in 2017/2018,

Nutrition plays a role in the perceived quality of meat,

produced in conjunction with the Game & Wildlife

whether it be the flavour, colour and smell, or the properties

Conservation Trust, only 48% of shot birds were taken by

such as tenderness or shelf life. The protein content of the

game dealers.

bird’s diet can influence the carcass and muscle composition,

There may be a number of reasons why game meat is not
commonly eaten or sold to dealers, but there is increasing
interest in the value of the game bird on our plates as a
nutritious and low fat protein. As interest in the shot game
bird as food increases, as does making a tasty and nutritious
bird, alongside rearing a bird in a good condition to fly. Here at
Sportsman, we are already thinking about how the nutrition of
the bird can affect the quality and nutrition of game bird meat.
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whilst the type of fat fed can influence the carcass fat content
and potentially also the taste. Antioxidants such as vitamin E
and selenium, which are already included in the Sportsman
range, can help to increase the oxidative stability and thus the
shelf life of the meat. You can count on Sportsman and our
programme of trial work to future proof your bird’s nutrition
to ensure both high performance and a tasty dish.

Time to
stop and
think
Alan Beynon BVM&S MRCVS
Veterinary Surgeon
St David’s Game Bird Services

While there have been many concerns
and worries around the impact of COVID
on the shooting sector there are also a
number of benefits that have been realised
which hopefully we can take advantage of
in the future.

Add to this the impact of Brexit, however this looks at the end

The reduction in stock reared has led to a reduction in disease

questioning how they operate, and the costs involved.

pressure and similarly while COVID appears to have had an
increased impact in areas of high human population we have
noticed a reduction in game bird diseases as the number of birds
placed on a rearing field or a release pen has reduced.
My interest will be to see the effect of this reduction on both
flying ability and return percentages as shooting commences.
While bird health is high, undoubtedly the sport is significantly

of this year, and we may see that we home produce more chicks
further improving our sustainability and creating more control
over health and welfare of game birds.
The increased time afforded to us has also made many look at
the Game businesses that they run and start to ask questions.
As a sector we have traditionally accepted what we do as being
the correct way of running the business while many are now

We are seeing a degree of restructuring and improved efficiency
with streamlining of operations. Game farmers either giving
up hatching or becoming dedicated to breeding and hatching
and leaving the rearing to others for instance. Once the costs
are examined in many cases it’s better to order from a trusted
supplier. This in turn has led to the dedicated business then
asking advice on overwintering stock, testing and how to feed

improved in all aspects.

them correctly.

The incidence of mycoplasma has reduced as well, and this is

Several businesses have then started the process of BGA

likely to be a combination of increased testing and surveillance
as well as a reduction in the total population. While we start
planning for next year’s breeding season, we now have the best
opportunity ever to control this costly and stressful disease
within our National flock.
Selection of parent stock will be challenging as the supply is
reduced, however the testing for mycoplasma to create a clean
breeding unit will harvest its rewards. I have met several game
farmers looking at this opportunity and starting to replicate the

registration and approval. The process does not all have to be
done at once but many aspects of record keeping, and improved
traceability sets them above a supplier with none of this
information.
Having time to stop and think has led to many moving forwards,
creating change to become more efficient, more sustainable
and to create a business with more solid foundations. We as vets
are becoming heavily involved in this change giving advice to
promote the best health possible and to reduce risk.

system that has proved so successful in France.
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Optimising the
Release Pen Transition
Dr Philip P Hammond BVetMed
PGCert Avian Health (hons) MAHM MRCVS
Partner - Crowshall Vetinary Services LLP

Pheasants are a non-domesticated prey
species that are particularly vulnerable to
stress when rearing in captivity.
When birds move from the rearing facilities
to release pens, they can endure significant
stress through handling, crating and

3) Weather: Prepare the release pen in

becoming wet. Drinkers should be tipped

delivery date based on optimal weather

and cleaned daily to avoid disease build up.

conditions. Avoid moving birds when
adverse weather is forecast.
4) Nutrition: Discuss ration with the rearer

transport, exposure to inclement weather,

- try to use the same physical ration type

change to location of feeders and drinkers

and feed specification in the rearing and

and exposure to predators.

release pen to avoid an additional stress

Release pens should be prepared months
to weeks in advance, new release pens
should be used each year but where this is

to birds. Try to match the feeder types in
rearing and release.
5) Drinking water: Ensure the quality of

not possible a rotation system should be

the drinking water by treating with a

considered. Try to avoid pens that are dark,

sanitiser - a hydrogen peroxide sanitiser

damp, poor drainage, exposed and windy

works best.

locations. We cannot control the weather so
focussing on well lit, less exposed locations

Feed should be covered to avoid it

advance and discuss with the rearer the

6) Shelter: The release pens require a

8) Fox activity: Electric fencing wires should
be placed around the pen to discourage
foxes from entering and the wire suitably
high enough.
9) Biosecurity: Minimal daily checks to the
release pens is required. If there are
likely to be multiple release pens, having
a dedicated pair of boots in a dustbin at
the entrance to each pen reduces the risk
of disease transfer.
Birds will need to transition to the wild, so
once they have become fully established
to the release pen then manage the

balance between enough low-level and

surrounding area of the release pen in the

high-level cover to provide protection

same way as the pen itself. If any signs of

from the elements and predators.

ill health occur, then having a close liaison

Key consideration of the following areas is

Cutting clear rides through the pens

with your veterinarian surgeon to provide

needed when preparing the release pen for

is key. Manmade covers should also be

rapid diagnostics and quick application of

newly reared poults:

provided - use of straw bales with

the appropriate treatment will significantly

corrugated roofing sheets can provide

improve the prognosis.

with no standing or running water will go a
long way to reducing exposure and disease.

1) Health: Liaise with the game rearer Ensure the birds are healthy when they
are being moved - if they are enduring

7) Feeders and Drinkers: Multiple feeders

In conclusion - prepare your pens in
advance, identify risks and mitigate them,

a disease challenge the move should

and drinkers, place both in the rides and

communication with your veterinary

be delayed.

in areas with greater overhead cover too.

surgeon and the rearer and ensure that

Birds should a have quick access to cover

you minimise changes for the birds

adjacent to feeders and drinkers if there

to reduce their stress and ultimately

is predator activity in the area such as

maintain their health. If ill health occurs,

birds of prey. Feeders and drinkers

act rapidly to address the problem.

2) Crating and Transport: Consider the
timing of day, avoid heat stress or birds
becoming chilled - gentle handling on
loading, if wet weather ensure crates are
covered but adequate ventilation.
Minimise the time period birds are crated.
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a cost effective and rapid solution.

should be raised off the ground and also
moved daily to reduce disease pressure.

An alternative to Fishmeal
Laura Beeson
Poultry Nutritionist
Sportsman Game Feeds
Fishmeal has been a component of Sportsman feeds for

aid digestion and nutrient absorption throughout the

several years now due to its value as a highly digestible

entirety of its life. This also reduces the potential for

protein source. However, the use of fishmeal in the poultry

undigested protein to pass to the hind gut where it may be

industry is coming under increased scrutiny from an

fermented by pathogenic bacteria and result in dysbacteriosis

environmental and sustainability standpoint.

and a bacterial challenge.

The fishmeal available in Sportsman feed is sustainably
sourced, in that it is comprised of co-products from the fish
industry, whereas in the past it may have been whole fish
produced into a meal (not sustainable). Therefore, the actual
composition and potential value of fishmeal may have
decreased over the years.
It is important to Sportsman that our customers receive the
best quality feed, whilst being mindful of a changing market.
It is with this in mind that we have been evaluating an
alternative protein product in our trial work over the last two
seasons. The alternative protein in question is a processed
soya product which is highly digestible and has particular
benefit to the young bird. Incorporated into the product is a
yeast component which has additional benefits in supporting
the development of the early gut and the ability to bind with
pathogenic bacteria (such as salmonella) in the gut.
Giving the birds the best possible start during early life is
important in ensuring the bird has a fully developed gut to

We will share the results of our trial work
and evaluation of this alternative protein source
on the Sportsman website, keep checking for updates!

Production Remains Undeterred
Carl Baldry
Operations Manager
Walsingham
While our industry has been significantly impacted by

“With the pandemic forcing us to function with reduced

COVID-19, at Sportsman we remain busy supplying high

staffing at times, our continuity plan has been vital in the

quality feed throughout the rearing season. With new safety

success of maximising capacity and throughput.

protocols in place we have adapted our ways of working,
ensuring that we are able to maintain the safety of our staff,
our customers and the birds that we feed at every stage in the
supply chain.

“The quality of feed that we have been producing this season
has been some of our finest despite the difficult and everchanging operating conditions. This is a testament to the
team here at Walsingham, who have seamlessly integrated

Sportsman’s feed is produced in our state-of-the-art mill

new protocols and health and safety measures while

facilities around the country, with Walsingham mill leading

maintaining our high standards. The fantastic support

the way as the centre of excellence. The team at Walsingham,

received from our remote support functions (commercial,

led by Carl Baldry, have adapted to the ever changing ‘normal’

nutrition and quality perspectives), ensured that customer

in order to continue production and supply.

demands were met to the full. To have implemented this
throughout a global pandemic has been no mean feat and I
am very proud to be a part of such an incredible team”
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Game in the
Current Climate
Liam Stokes
CEO
British Game Alliance

Without doubt we are entering one of the most extraordinary shooting seasons in
living memory, and the impacts on the game meat market could be huge.
Covid-19 has had a chilling effect on

July we were detecting a spike in demand

Help Out scheme has had a major impact

the game sector. The peak of the virus

for shooting and a consequent late flurry

during August. We have been monitoring

coincided with the traditional peak

of orders for birds. But as I write in late

grouse prices and they are holding up well,

in booking shooting for the coming

August, regional lockdowns and doom-

reflecting a surprisingly strong demand

season, and so fewer days were booked

laden talk of winter infection rates is

from hospitality matching a reduced

as confidence drained from society and

putting the sector on tenterhooks

supply that is more the result of weather

uncertainty reigned. The lack of bookings,

once more.

and heather beetle than Covid. Another

and wider concern over the viability of
shooting this season at all, led some shoots
to mothball altogether, others to commit

All this uncertainty across the shooting
sector drives the supply side of the game

bright spot for game is online sales, which
have soared as hospitality has dwindled.

meat equation, and the net result is supply

At the current time, we are expecting

will be down. But of course, the demand

much the same trend once the partridge

for game has been on a journey of its

and pheasant seasons get underway, with

The precise reduction in orders for game

own, mirroring the peaks and troughs of

reduced supply and demand reaching some

birds has been hard to quantify, but at

confidence experienced by those trying to

sort of balance and prices approaching

the British Game Alliance we have given

sell shooting.

where we were last year. Tomorrow’s

to a reduced shooting calendar, and fewer
birds were ordered from game farms.

it a good go. Using data from all sorts
of sources, including vets, game farms,
shoots and others, we have come to the
conclusion that BGA Member Shoots have
released about 65% of the game they did
last year, with the figures for non-BGA
shoots being closer to 50%.

The hospitality sector takes large volumes
of game, especially grouse, and for long
periods of 2020 it just ceased to exist.
Estimating the pace of reopening has been
key in assessing the prospects for game,
and much as with the sale of shooting there
have been moments of optimism. A slow

Subsequently, confidence levels have been

July led many to believe the recovery would

on a rollercoaster. Coming into June and

drag on into Christmas, but the Eat Out to
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challenge will be to communicate
throughout the supply chain, to make sure
that wherever demand is found supply can
be directed to meet it. The challenge for
the day after that will be to work out which
of these changes, if any, are here to stay
beyond this extraordinary season.

Wildlife
Licensing
Tim Weston
National Gamekeepers Organisation

The National Gamekeepers Organisation
(NGO) has spent much of the last 6 months
spearheading a campaign to improve the
way wildlife licensing is delivered.
In recent years there has been an ever increasing need to take
action to issue individual licenses for controlling herring gulls
and lesser blacked-backed gulls, as well as rooks, jackdaws
and jays in specially protected sites (SPA’s and SAC’s) where

and the Secretary of State, George Eustice to tackle this issue
head on. The NGO with the Countryside Alliance and the
Moorland Association wrote a paper for the Secretary of State
summarising the licensing chaos and its resultant crisis.
This directly resulted in the Secretary of State extending the
current General Licenses until the end of this year (2020) to
allow more time for his officials to complete a proper review
prior to making further changes. The NGO are passionate in
getting wildlife licensing right as a priority for all involved.

general licenses do not apply. A lack of licensing has been

The NGO have launched a blog with video and photographic

highly problematic for gamekeepers, farmers and pest

evidence of the damaged caused by predators and, working

controllers for some time. The change in licensing would

with other organisations we have further submitted written

mean that the most vulnerable species will once again be

evidence to DEFRA alongside suggestions for how we feel

protected by gamekeepers from common predators such as

the system can be changed so it can be a robust and workable

gulls and corvids.

outcome for all concerned. Ideally the NGO would like to

During the spring gamekeepers on 56 grouse moors recorded
all incidents of gull predation on lapwings, curlews and golden
plovers and the results were alarming. 1,355 attacks on eggs
and chicks were recorded and that’s a significant number for

see the task of licensing returning to DEFRA as the Wildlife
and Countryside Act originally envisaged. That way it will be
easier to hold the system to account, as currently the courts
can only intervene if unlawful licensing decisions are made.

wader species in decline, some red-listed because of concerns

This important issue is one that could affect all game shooting

about their conservation. The NGO have not stopped working

and we at the NGO will continue to act until a satisfactory

on this issue and have been in communications with DEFRA

outcome has been agreed.
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Increasing the
appetite for game
Steven Frampton
Director
Wild and Game

Wild and Game, the company on a mission to get
more people enjoying game, has had a bumper
year. On the eve of the launch of its covid-safe
elevenses packs, we caught up with co-founder
Steven Frampton to hear more about the company’s
success.
Wild game specialist Wild and Game has had an unprecedented
year so far, with soaring online sales during the Covid-19
lockdown. Spotting the need for home deliveries of food, the
company launched a range of self-isolation boxes designed to give
people affordable, enjoyable game-based meals during lockdown.
“The idea of the packs was to make life easier and more affordable
for people, but also to make their mealtimes more interesting,”
says the company’s co-founder Steven Frampton. “We founded
Wild and Game with the intention of introducing more people to

based fillers, so producing gluten-free versions was an easy step,”
says Steve. “These new products are for everyone to enjoy, not just
people who need to avoid gluten: these are great recipes, most of
which offer a delicious combination of game and fruit that works
beautifully. I’d urge everyone to try them – we’re really excited
about what we have created.”
Another important milestone for the company has been securing
BRC Food Safety Certification. This is the gold standard for food
safety and quality and is only awarded after very stringent checks.
“It will open up new markets for us and provides our customers
with the assurance that we are following the strictest food safety
procedures,” says Steve.
The company’s most recent news is the introduction of a range of
elevenses packs designed for use on shoot days. These include the
option to have the cold pies and sausage rolls packaged in individual
one-person boxes to make them suitable for Covid-19 precautions.

game, and these boxes have definitely helped us achieve that. We

These individual packs provide 24 people with a pork and

found a lot of people would order a box, then browse our site and

pheasant pie and venison and pheasant sausage roll at a cost of

add a few other items too.”

£1.64 per person.

Visitors to the site will have noticed that the range of stock is
constantly growing. Earlier this year, the company introduced a
selection of wild boar and venison from premium game dealer Ben
Rigby, and these have proven extremely popular.
“We’ve always been hugely impressed with the quality of Ben’s
game, so it was natural to add it to our offering,” says Steven.
“We’re also constantly adding more recipes to our website to give
people inspiring ways to cook the products we sell.”
The release of the Ben Rigby range was followed by the addition
of a charcuterie selection, including venison bresaola and rabbit,
wild boar and venison salamis, plus a gluten-free range which

“We’re delighted to launch our range of elevenses packs,” says
Steve. “Our aim is to ensure that it is as easy as possible for
all shoots to use game as part of their elevenses offering. Our
products are based around some of the favourite shooting
snacks – sausage rolls, pies, sausages and burgers – but
with game as a key ingredient. So, no more excuses for the
shooting community not to be serving game at elevenses!
Support us and support the shooting industry as we buy all
of our game from UK game dealers and our products from
UK artisan producers. Do your bit and support the industry
this coming season.”

includes wild boar and apricot sausages and burgers; wild boar,
chilli and garlic sausages; venison and cranberry burgers; venison
and black pepper sausages and venison, and cranberry sausages.
“We pride ourselves on having great recipes that use a high
percentage of meat – we don’t pad out our products with grain10

For the full range of products visit
wildandgame.co.uk

Inspiration for your game creations
Wild and Game regularly release recipes to introduce people to the pleasures of cooking
with game. Here are two exclusive recipes for you to try at home.
Speedy stove-top pheasant casserole

Pot roasted partridge in a lemon and tarragon sauce

Ingredients (serves 4)

Ingredients (serves 2)

6 pheasant breast fillets, chopped

2 partridges

3 medium carrots, chopped

1 medium onion, diced

1 onion, diced

Half a stick of celery, diced

2 leek, sliced

A generous handful of fresh tarragon leaves

2 medium potatoes, cut into large chunks

1 large tsp minced garlic

500ml chicken stock

100ml white wine

500ml cider

1 tbsp lemon juice

Generous half a tsp herbs

250ml chicken stock

Pinch of ground cloves

1 tsp honey

Pinch of cinnamon

2 tbsp full fat creme fraiche

1 tbsp cornflour

A glug or two of olive oil

2 tsp honey

Salt and pepper to taste

2 tbsp soured cream

1 tbsp cornflour to thicken the sauce, if desired

Method

Method

1. Fry the vegetables for a few minutes until the onion
is translucent.

1. Preheat oven to gas mark 7, 220 degrees centigrade.

2. Add the pheasant and cook for a couple more minutes until
starting to brown on the outside.
3. Add the cider, stock, honey, herbs and spices.
4. Cook for 20-30 minutes until pheasant and potatoes
are cooked.
5. While it’s cooking, mix the cornflour with water and stir it
into the pot to thicken the sauce.
6. Turn off the heat once the pheasant is cooked and stir in the
soured cream.
7. Season to taste.
8. Serve with rice or as a stew with bread.

2. In an oven and hob proof pot, fry the partridges until lightly
browned. Remove and set aside.
3. Add the onion and celery to the pot with a little more oil
if required. Cook for a few minutes until the onion becomes
translucent. For the last minute, add the garlic and tarragon.
4. Pour in the wine and stock. Add the honey and lemon juice.
Heat until bubbling.
5. If you prefer a thicker sauce, mix the cornflour with a little
water and stir it in now. Keep stirring until the sauce has
thickened.
6. Put the partridges back in the pot.
7. Cook in the oven for 25 minutes.
8. Remove the pot from the oven and stir in the crème fraiche.
Adjust seasoning.
9. Serve with your choice of vegetables.
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Closing comments
Kevin Adamson
National Sales Account Manager
Sportsman Game Feeds

When I wrote my closing comments for our Spring issue,
I referred to Brexit and the possible outcomes that could
affect our industry.
I doubt anything could have changed the scenery more
dramatically than Covid-19. However, our message is still the
same, Sportsman Game Feeds’ focus remains providing high
quality feed solutions to our customers.
Whilst the unprecedented events of 2020 could have deterred
our ambition to continue with our long-standing research
programmes, we remain steadfast and are now in the final stages
of this year’s trial work. Our trials are vital in adding clarity
to what we want and need to do to make effective and groundbreaking changes to the formulations of our diets. I mentioned
previous trial work which has indicated early positive results
in replacement fibre digestible protein products as a possible
replacement to fish. The results in our trials this year have
supported our previous business wide trial which demonstrated
no reduction in performance. Further information on the results
of our trial work and fishmeal replacement will be released over
the coming months to ensure you are well informed of future
changes visit sportsmangamefeeds.com.
I would like to thank our partners from other areas of the industry
for their valuable contributions enabling us to highlight a variety
of subjects affecting us all.
It only remains for me to wish you all well for the coming
shooting season and hope you, your families and friends stay
safe and well and enjoy a very Merry Christmas.
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The Sportsman range of game feeds
Sportsman feeds can be fed in a variety of
ways, depending on individual circumstances.
Full details are given at sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk.
Avatec can be added where appropriate on request as an aid
in the prevention of coccidiosis.
Each feed forms part of a unified range of interlinked,
complimentary products where the nutritional inputs at each
stage are designed to support the highest levels of performance.
Best results will be achieved by following the recommended
feeding programmes carefully from hatch to release.

The Sportsman Range of Game Feeds
The Sportsman range and recommended feeding programmes are shown below.
CODE

NAME

PROTEIN

PHEASANTS

PARTRIDGE

R024A or
R024P

Maintenance/Prebreeder Mini Pellets or Pellets

13.0

Catching up to 3 wks before 1st egg

R025A or
R025P

Game Breeder No. 1 Mini Pellets
or Pellets

20.0

From 3 wks before
1st egg and through lay

R026P

Game Breeder No. 2 Pellets

17.5

From 3 wks before 1st
egg and through lay

R020S

Game Starter Superfine Crumbs

28.0

R020F

Game Starter Fine Crumbs

28.0

0-2 wks of age

0-3 wks of age

R020L

Game Starter Micro Pellets

28.0

2-4 wks of age

3-6 wks of age

R020V

Game Starter Coarse Crumbs

26.0

As required to 3/4 wks
of age

As required to 4/5 wks
of age

R021A

Game Grower No. 1 Mini Pellets

23.5

As required 4-6/7 wks
of age

6-9/10 wks of age

R021P

Game Grower No. 1 Pellets

23.5

4-6/7 wks of age

As required 6-9/10 wks
of age

R022A

Game Grower No. 2 Mini Pellets

20.0

R022P

Game Grower No. 2 Pellets

20.0

6/7 – 12 wks of age

As required 9/10 –
12/13 wks of age

R037P

Poult Release Pellets

16.0

12 wks+ and release

12/13 wks+ and release

From 3 wks before 1st
egg and through lay

First few days

9/10 – 12/13 wks of age

Feeding Guide for all Sportsman Feeds (quantities include any grain fed)
WEEK
1

WEEKLY INTAKE kg/1000 BIRDS
PHEASANTS

PARTRIDGE

110

80

WEEK
7

WEEKLY INTAKE kg/1000 BIRDS
PHEASANTS

PARTRIDGE

320

210

2

160

100

8

350

240

3

190

130

9

400

260

4

220

160

10

420

290

5

260

170

11

450

300

6

290

200

12

490

320

BREEDING PHEASANTS

500

kg/1000 birds per week

BREEDING PARTRIDGE

325

kg/1000 birds per week
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There’s plenty more
from us online…
Keep up-to-date with the latest news, nutritional advice and
our latest trial results at: sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk
Want to know more about our product ranges? Our website hosts our entire
range of feeds for pheasants, partridge and wildfowl. Here you will also find
features, benefits and recommended feeding programs. Be sure to speak with
your local sales rep if you require further information about any of our diets.
For the latest news, additional features and exclusive recipes visit our
website where regular updates will be available.

For our latest video visit:
sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk/videos

Meet the newest member of the
Sportsman team – Mark Jolliffe
gave me a fantastic grounding for my future career, enabling me
to experience many parts of our diverse and innovative business.
After 2 years as a graduate I joined the ABN poultry team as a
junior account manager. A year as a junior and I was promoted
to account manager, from 2017 until August 2020 I managed
an ever-growing portfolio of poultry accounts, specialising in
broiler breeders.
When offered the opportunity to move to Sportsman as an
integral part of our sales team in the East of England I jumped at
the chance. No longer having a farm of my own, there is nothing
I love about my job more than visiting farms and talking with my
customers. Working for Sportsman will give me more opportunity
than ever to do that and as I have been working from home since
Born in Dorset and raised on a dairy farm, a career in agriculture

March this is something I can’t wait to start doing!

was never in doubt for me. My family made the decision to sell the

To escape the cabin fever this year, I have enjoyed long walks with

family farm just before my teenage years, setting me on my path to

my fiancée Jodie (we are one of the many couples who’s wedding

working within industry. I joined AB Agri in 2013 as a commercial

plans have been interrupted by COVID) and getting out on my bike

graduate, after completing a BSc in Agricultural Business

for long cycles in the beautiful countryside surrounding Stamford,

Management at Reading University. The AB Agri graduate scheme

Lincolnshire, where we have lived for the past 4 years.

The team

Kevin Adamson

Andrew Davies

Andy Phillips

Andy Watson

Philip Kammer

Get to know our experts at Sportsman by visiting sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk/team
14

Thanks for reading

W

e hope you’ve enjoyed this issue of The Sportsman Review. If you have any questions, comments,
views on industry topics or if you have a story you would like us to share, please get in touch with
us at sportsman@abagri.com. We will feature the best topics online or in our next publication.

Sportsman Contacts
National
Sales Manager
Kevin Adamson
07802 597 030
Scotland
Phil Kammer
07836 593 800
North and
North West
Andrew Davies
07879 014 101
Midlands
Andy Watson
07930 418 815
Wales and West
Andrew Davies
07879 014 101
South West
Andy Phillips
07802 596 773
East Anglia
and South East
Mark Jolliffe
07718 253 213
Andrew Davies
07879 014 101
Jessica Jacobs
07860 862 718
Head Office: Peterborough
Business Park, Lynch Wood
PE2 6FL
01733 871000
sportsman@abagri.com
sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk
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