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Introduction
Danny Johnson
Head of Commercial
Sportsman Game Feeds

W

elcome to the third edition
of The Sportsman Review.

With so many developments benefitting
our industry at the moment, we’re looking
forward to a promising 2019 season. In this
issue, we get Alan Beynon’s perspective
on the positive work undertaken by the
British Game Alliance, and we get
Veterinary Surgeon Kenny Nutting’s views
on challenges to look out for this season.
Plus, you can expect an update on our rearing
trial work, an exclusive look at how we make
our feed, and our calendar of events for the
year. Don’t forget, you can keep up-to-date with
all the latest Sportsman news by visiting our
website – www.sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk.
Be sure to check out our exclusive website
feature on pages 8 and 9!

Keep In
Touch
Want to keep up-to-date with the
latest developments from Sportsman
as they happen? Here’s how…
Visit our website:
sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk
Follow us on LinkedIn:
linkedin.com/company/
sportsman-game-feeds/
Join our email mailing list:
sportsman@abagri.com
with OPT IN as the subject line
You can opt out of emails from Sportsman at any
time, either by clicking the relevant link in the
email itself or emailing sportsman@abagri.com
with OPT OUT as the subject line.
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Pheasant Rearing Trials
& The Impact On Your
Feed For The 2019 Season
Shona Crawford-Smith

Dr Laura Beeson

Commercial Analyst
Sportsman Game Feeds

Nutritionist
Sportsman Game Feeds

Continual development of the Sportsman feed
range is critical to ensure that the feed we offer
is the best it can be for your game birds.
We carry out research and trials in partnership with customers
to gather data to help us further improve and develop our feed
range. This allows us to see how an additive, feed ingredient
or other change in the nutritional specification of the feed
could be expected to perform in a real-life farm setting.
Over the last two game seasons we have trialled a protected
butyrate product, selected for its beneficial effect on gut
health and performance, at two different farms, in completely
different areas of the country. By repeating the trial over
different farms and seasons we have been able to gain reliable
data about the effect of the additive on the birds’ physical
and financial performance.
The trials were carried out over the whole rearing period with
the additive added over the top of the standard Sportsman
diets. The feed containing the additive was fed from hatch until
the pheasants were moved to release pens (six to eight weeks
depending on the site). Where birds were fed the trial diets,
we repeatedly saw an increased daily growth rate and reduced
feed consumption. A graph showing the average weight of birds
throughout rear for one trial is shown below.
On average, birds fed with the additive were 16 grams heavier
than the birds on the standard Sportsman range feed at the point
of being moved to release pens. If birds were to be reared over
six weeks, this would mean that the birds fed on the additive
are growing one day ahead of birds fed a standard diet – in other
words the birds fed on the additive need one day’s less feed to

reach the same weight. In addition to this we found that the
birds fed the additive ate less feed over the trial period. It is this
combined improved growth rate and decreased feed consumption
that provided a financial saving in trials which outweighed the
additive’s cost.
Following the very positive outcome from these trials, with
improved performance seen every time, we have now added
the protected butyrate product into the Sportsman starter
and grower diets for the 2019 season. Please speak to your
Account Manager if you have any questions or would like
to know more about this.
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Insider Views – A Look At
The Season Ahead And Our
Upcoming Vets Meeting
Dr Kenny Nutting BVetMed MRCVS
Veterinary Surgeon
St David’s Game Bird Services

As game bird vets, the weather can have a major
impact on the challenges we come across during
the season, with a key challenge being the control
of parasites.
Worm burdens seem to be much lower this year and this has
been in part due to the relatively dry weather. Worm eggs
need moisture and warmth to hatch and thrive, and whilst the
2018/19 shooting season has so far been relatively mild, the dry
conditions have appeared to prevent the heavier burdens we
would normally see. I have only seen two cases of heavy worm
burdens this year, on estates that actually see the issue yearon-year, despite many changes.
This year, mycoplasma seems to be the most common disease
problem we are seeing – although cases of the disease don’t
appear to be related. The disease has great potential to vastly
reduce the flying capabilities of birds for life and, in some cases,
has forced the closure of shoots.

groups of shoots working together to eradicate the problem.
We have seen similar problems in other poultry industries over
the years and, thankfully, this problem can be overcome with
cooperation, testing, strategic culling and vaccination.
We are encouraging all of our clients to create a mycoplasma
reduction/prevention plan for their sites. Working collectively
we can reduce this disease but it must involve transparency, total
honesty and involvement of vets, keepers, feed companies, land
owners and shooting agents.
We will be discussing this topic at the annual meeting of the
UK’s game bird vets in February. This meeting represents a
combined effort to tackle challenges in the sector, to learn from
each other’s experiences and, to form policies and strategies
that are then put into action. The reduction of antibiotics both
in feed and water continues to be a strong focus of discussion, as
well as upcoming research opportunities and how the veterinary
profession can help the industry improve and sustain high
standards of care.

It is clear that we are still learning a great deal about this disease
and how it reacts in game species. We are heavily involved in
research projects, whether that is through studies or small

The British Game Alliance
– What You Need To Know
Tom Adams
Managing Director
British Game Alliance

The British Game Alliance (BGA) is a not-forprofit initiative which has the support and
backing of all shooting organisations.
It is the official marketing board for game, with a dedicated
sales team opening up new markets for game here in the UK
and overseas. The BGA has partnered with Acoura, who operate
the Red Tractor Farm Assurance Scheme, to bring in achievable,
yet credible self-regulation to the shooting community.
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The BGA’s goal is to bring you better wild game by demanding
quality, introducing welfare and quality regulations and helping
shoots to self-regulate. Only produce that meets the board’s high
standards receives BGA assurance. By looking out for the BGA
stamp, you’ll easily find healthy, delicious, sustainably sourced
meat you love to cook, serve, and eat.
By eating BGA assured game the consumer can be safe in the
knowledge that the meat is sustainably sourced, has a lower
carbon footprint and is driving a higher quality standard
of game.

Time To Change
The Game
Alan Beynon BVM&S MRCVS
Veterinary Surgeon

Sportsman is fully committed to supporting
initiatives like The British Game Alliance to
regulate our industry and preserve our sport.
Be sure to check our website for further updates.

St David’s Game Bird Services

As a long established veterinary practice
specialising in the care of game birds,
we have seen a further reduction in the
use of avian antibiotics as a result of last
Summer’s benign weather.
While this is excellent news for the shooting industry, it is clear
that we are facing challenges and threats to our sport on many
fronts. I am pleased to be fighting those threats through being
on the British Game Alliance (BGA) Board of Directors.
The BGA has made enormous strides in its first year.
Its principal objectives are to ensure there is a growing market
for shot game and to bring in achievable, yet credible, levels of
self-regulation.
Already 400 shoots have joined the BGA, both small and large,
meaning it is well on the way to its target of 500 by the end of
April 2019. At the same time, the BGA’s efforts to open new –
and expand existing – markets for game are bearing fruit.
Hundreds of outlets are now stocking game, and their consumer
facing campaign Eat Wild (www.eat-wild.co.uk) is now in
full swing. It has also gained support from all the shooting
organisations, as well as DEFRA and FSA.
It won’t happen overnight, but the foundations are being laid for
a secure national game market. This initiative represents us all,
so we need to work together under one united umbrella. We need
to demonstrate to politicians and opponents alike that we are
capable of meaningful self-regulation.
Our Quality Assurance Scheme is the perfect opportunity to do
so and should be embraced by all. We are the only unregulated
food producing sector left and to think this doesn’t affect us all
is madness. With an audited, best practice approach in exactly
the same way the Red Tractor Assurance Scheme regulates the
farming industry, we can continue to enjoy our sport on our
own terms.
Audits only last three hours, with 33% of shoots being audited in
year one. If a shoot fails to meet the pre-determined standards,
the auditors will work with you to get it right, rather than remove
you from the BGA.
Of course, all of this needs funding. Membership costs are tiered
and relate to the size of shoot, but I hope you can join and be part
of a sustainable future.
The threat to our sport should not be underestimated. As the
Rt Hon Richard Benyon MP succinctly said: “From where I sit
in Parliament, I really feel shooting is in the last chance saloon.
I am getting a little weary of a small number of those I talk to
in the shooting world who think everything somehow will be

alright. I can tell you it won’t. I really hope that if there are still
some who think that ‘it does not really affect me’, that they soon
get the message that the BGA is a lifeline for all – yes, all – who
love our sport.”
I hope you can be part of a sustainable future by joining the
BGA today:
www.britishgamealliance.co.uk
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State-Of-The-Art Feed Deserves
State-Of-The-Art Facilities
Carl Baldry
Operations Manager
Sportsman Game Feeds

Sportsman’s feed is produced at state-of-theart mill facilities around the country, but we’re
particularly proud of our manufacturing site
at Walsingham.
Our Walsingham mill has undergone significant investments
and is now a centre of excellence for the production of game feed.
By improving practices, safety and investing in our people,
we’ve seen step-changes in how we operate. Improvements
include new equipment, pest control, waste management,
and general layout improvements across the site. Our staff
have all been given food hygiene training, are fully on-board

with our new clean-as-you-go culture, and are working more
efficiently following the appointment of a production manager
and two team leaders.
We’ve also improved our storage capacity by introducing new
lines and bays for the storage of up to 1,000 tonnes of bagged feed.
We’ve added new packing lines, storage bins and auto wrappers to
enable a much higher amount of bagged feed to be sent out quickly.
At Sportsman, we continually strive for excellence, not just
in our products themselves, but also the environment in which
they’re made. We’re planning to use our learnings and successes
from Walsingham to roll out improvements to our other sites, and
we look forward to sharing these developments with you in future.

The Walsingham Team

Out And About
The Sportsman team will be attending the below events this
season – be sure to mark them in your calendar! If you’d like
further details, please contact your local sales representative.

The Shooting Show
NEC, Birmingham

15th-17th February
2019
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Vets Meeting

(in partnership with St David’s
Game Bird Services)

19th February
2019

Scottish Game Fair
Scone Palace, Perth

5th-7th July
2019

Ever Wondered How We Make
Our Feed? Then Read On…
Charlotte Hargreaves
Assistant Quality Manager
Sportsman Game Feeds

From starter crumbs, to release pellets; you know
your Sportsman feeds, but have you ever thought
about how they’re actually made?
At Sportsman, our focus is on quality – only feeds that meet our
exacting standards leave our production sites. But before the feed
is delivered, before it’s loaded, before it’s packed – it’s formulated
and manufactured by our team of experts.
It all begins with carefully selected raw materials. The major
raw materials used at Sportsman Game Feeds include cereals,
cereal by-products and oils and fats. Producing a high quality
game feed very much relies on the use of consistent, high
quality raw materials, so we adopt a rigorous visual, physical
and nutritional testing process to ensure our products are to the
expected standard. Not only that, we continually validate our
results so that all the diets in our ranges are best suited to the
birds throughout the season.
Once we have our raw materials, the next stage is to actually
get these materials through our mills to produce the feeds your
birds know and love.
The raw materials are appropriately stored in our mills and
called upon when needed for production. The ingredients are
weighed and, if necessary, ground to create a consistent particle
size. They’re then mixed, and it is during the mixing process that
we add other inclusions like oils, fats and liquid amino acids.

It is essential that the mixing sequence is sufficient enough
to achieve an even mix – unevenly mixed feed is detrimental
to bird performance.
The mixed meal is then transferred to a conditioner which
applies steam, at greater than 80°C, and other liquids to enable
the meal to be pelleted. The hot meal leaves the conditioner and
is transferred to a pellet press, where it is forced through a die
by rollers. The pellets are then cooled, which hardens them.
Crumb feeds for smaller birds have an additional stage whereby
they are taken through a crumbler post-cooling.
The product quality is tested throughout the manufacturing
process, and the final stage involves sieving the feed to remove
any unwanted particles, and coating the feed in liquids such as
fats and enzymes to increase durability, physical quality and
nutritional quality. The feed is then ready to be packed and sent
to customers.
Every stage of Sportsman’s process has been designed to ensure
the nutritional and physical quality of feed is to the correct
specification.
Hopefully this article has given you insight into our
manufacturing process and commitment to quality, but if you
have any other burning questions about how your feed is made,
just ask your local sales manager.
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There’s Plenty More
From Us Online…
If you want to keep up-to-date with the latest
news, nutritional advice and updates from
Sportsman Game Feeds, be sure to regularly
check our website at:
www.sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk
Throughout the 2019 season, we will be posting
helpful articles about bird nutrition and performance,
letting you know about our attendance at events,
and keeping you informed of any industry, market
and company developments.

In The Field
We regularly feature external experts
and partners, including Alan Beynon.
If you have a story you would like
us to share, please get in touch.

Videos
Did you know we have handy, best
practice videos on our website?
Featuring some of our long-standing customers,
experts at St David’s Veterinary Services and
our own nutritionists, our videos show you the
optimal way to care for your birds.
Be sure to check them out at:
www.sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk/videos
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Products
Want to know more about our product ranges?
Our website features our entire range of feeds for pheasant,
partridge and wildfowl, with features, benefits and
recommended feeding programmes. See the entire range
at: www.sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk/range-products
Be sure to speak to your local sales rep if you require
further information about any of our diets.

The Team
Get to know our team by visiting
www.sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk/team
You can check out profiles of our sales, nutrition,
and customer support experts, as well as find
contact details for each team member.
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Your Questions,
Answered
Dr Kenny Nutting BVetMed MRCVS
Veterinary Surgeon

The Effects of Mycoplasma

St David’s Game Bird Services

Why is mycoplasma getting worse?
Mycoplasma seems to be the most common disease problem
we are seeing this year – although cases of the disease don’t
appear to be related. Catching up has helped the spread of
this disease from one generation to the next, as well as mild
winters, increased numbers of birds being released and,
possibly, increased stress factors.
Can we reduce mycoplasma in the UK game bird flock?
Yes, we can. This has been done successfully in other avian
species such as turkeys and laying hens. It is important that we
test thoroughly to be able to fully understand how much disease
is out there and then change husbandry methods if required.
Will this be a good year for laying birds?
If the weather remains mild, then yes. It is the extremes in
temperature that affect birds the most. Laying units are well
equipped with shelters from rain, however cold weather can
cause havoc with water and the freezing of eggs if not collected
quickly enough. It also causes the birds to concentrate on keeping
warm rather than producing eggs.

Closing Comments
Kevin Adamson
National Sales Account Manager
Sportsman Game Feeds

2019 promises to be an interesting year all round,
with impending Brexit outcomes likely affecting
our industry.
It’s difficult to judge at this stage exactly how Brexit will
impact the game industry long-term, however at Sportsman,
our focus will remain on providing high quality feed solutions
to our customers.
With financial uncertainty comes increasing pressure and
the temptation to ‘cut corners’ when it comes to business
decisions. However, I would like to assure our customers that
their continued purchase of Sportsman’s superior quality feeds
will maintain their birds’ diet for a successful and profitable
2019 season. Our prices for 2019 will be communicated to
you by your local sales representative.
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Into 2019, we will continue to offer support to the worthwhile
initiatives within our industry. We’ll once again be hosting
this year’s vets meeting in partnership with St David’s Game
Bird Veterinary Services, continue our support of the National
Gamekeepers’ Organisation, and help innovative companies
like The British Game Alliance and Wild and Game promote
the merits of consuming game meat.
As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, we’ve had some fantastic
successes with trial work and we will continue this effort
into 2019. We always strive to improve our products to meet
our customers’ needs and challenges, as well as providing
a first-class service. If you have any comments about us
and our business, please do get in touch through your
local representative.

For lasting performance
It’s all in the detail

sportsman@abagri.com

Game Feed Range.
Per fectly balanced for per for mance.

spor tsmangamefeeds.co.u k

0845 386 4202
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Thanks For Reading

W

e hope you’ve enjoyed this issue of The Sportsman Review. If you have any questions, comments,
views on industry topics or if you’d like to share your experience with Sportsman Game Feeds, please
get in touch with us at sportsman@abagri.com. We’ll feature the best topics in our next publication.
We wish you a successful and enjoyable 2019 season!

Sportsman Contacts
Scotland
Phil Kammer
07836 593 800

South West
Andy Phillips
07802 596 773

North and
North West
Kevin Adamson
07802 597 030

East Anglia
and South East
Andrew Davies
07879 014 101

Midlands
Andy Watson
07930 418 815

Joshua White
07712 429 033
Jessica Jacobs
07860 862718

West and Wales
Kevin Adamson
07802 597 030

Head Office: Peterborough Business Park,
Lynch Wood PE2 6FL
01733 871000
sportsman@abagri.com
sportsmangamefeeds.co.uk
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